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AS Fenn General Surgery CME:
The 9th of February saw the return of one of the most anticipated events in the surgical academic calendar – the

annual A.S. Fenn general surgery CME.  Named after one of the doyens of surgery at CMC, Dr. AS Fenn, this

post-graduate oriented CME was held after a three year hiatus due to the pandemic.

The CME was well attended with over 60 participants from medical colleges across Tamil Nadu. There were

seminars, panel discussions, clinical examination demonstrations, and small group bedside clinics, which was one of the

most sought-after sessions.  Several eminent surgeons from across South India served as external faculty, sharing their rich

expertise and insight, as well as prepping the registrars with exam-oriented strategies.  Internal faculty across all surgical

specialties at CMC presented a variety of clinical cases, and sessions were chaired with panelists comprised of experts

from radiology, oncology and radiation therapy and nuclear medicine, among several others.

The Prakash Khanduri quiz and the Frank Garlick OSCE are staple events of the CME and are always hotly

contested.  It was no small joy then that our final year surgery registrars swept the awards, with Dr. Jina Kester and

Dr. Rachel Ponnila winning the quiz, and Dr Jina Kester also going on to bag the Frank Garlick OSCE award.

The feedback from the delegates was overwhelmingly positive, with the bedside clinics and the variety of clinical

cases receiving particular mention.

John Carman Oration :
One of the key events that also takes place as part of the CME is the John S Carman oration. Dr. Carman was an

American missionary surgeon who spent forty-one years in India, of which twenty-three were spent at CMC Vellore.

He was one of the four founding fathers of the Department of Surgery, established one of the earliest departments of
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Urology in India, and served as the director of the institution as well.

Dr. Carman passed away in 1978, but his legacy as a surgical pioneer

driven by excellence lives on.

The John Carman oration for this year was delivered by Dr. John A.C.

Thanakumar, an alumnus of CMC Vellore ( MBBS 1970, MS 1979), one

of the preeminent laparoscopic pioneers of India. Titled 'Shifting Gears

from Time Tested Open Surgery to the Uncharted Sea of Minimally Invasive

Surgery - My Journey of Apprehension and Fulfillment'. Dr. John took

the audience on a journey through the challenges, obstacles and

breakthroughs that shaped him as a laparoscopic surgeon, culminating in a storied career that bore witness to the

ideals of the institution and glorified God.

Surgical research at CMC Vellore reached a significant milestone with the inauguration of the NIHR Global Surgery South

India Sub-hub on Friday, the 11th of February. Headed by Dr. Rohin Mittal, the opening of the sub-hub is the culmination

of years of research collaboration between CMC Vellore and the Global Surgery Research unit of the NIHR, UK.

The sub-hub will now serve as a central node coordinating surgical research in South India as part of the Global

Surgery collaborative. This international consortium of institutions and hospitals seeks to improve surgical outcomes

through local collaborative research in low- and middle-income countries. Dr. Dhruv Ghosh, India hub lead, Director

Dr. Vikram Matthews, Principal Dr. Solomon Sathish, Vice Principal Research Dr. Suceena Alexander and Head of

the Division of Surgery, Dr. Mark Ranjan Jesudason, attended the inauguration.

Dr. Vikram Matthews applauded the efforts of the Division of Surgery and stressed the pressing need for more local

research to address local problems rather than importing international solutions. Dr. Mark Ranjan spoke about the importance

of collaborative research and said that establishing the sub-hub represented significant progress in the Division's commitment

to surgical research.

The event was closed with a prayer and dedication by Rev. Deepak.

The sub-hub office is located at the Paul Brand building and can be reached at globsurg@cmcvellore.ac.in

or 0416 - 228 2159.
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